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School Readiness 
 

Before we know it, a new school year will arrive. For kindergarteners, it can 
be an exciting but also uncertain time. If you have younger children, there 
are school readiness skills you can work on now to ensure they’re ready for 
that important step. But what exactly is school readiness, and what can you 
do to prepare your child? 
 
School readiness includes all the skills a child needs to be prepared for school: 
academic, physical, social, and emotional development. This means knowing not 
only the ABCs and 123s, but also how to hold a pencil, how to interact with a 
teacher and classmates, how to sit and listen, and much more. This may sound 
overwhelming, but the Clermont County Public Library recommends focusing on 
five key areas, identified by local teachers as skills that kindergarteners often have 
not learned before starting school. 
 
These five areas of school readiness are ones you can easily work on at 
home. Be sure to make these activities fun, and your child won’t even realize 
they are learning!  
 
Letter Knowledge was the top skill mentioned by surveyed teachers, and 
perhaps the easiest to help children learn. Letters are all around us, so make 
a game of looking for letters throughout the day, finding the letters in your 
child’s name, or making letters with chalk, play dough, or in sand. 
 
Letter and Word Sounds is the second area of concern. Read books and 
sing songs so your child hears a variety of words and sounds. Singing helps 
children understand how words are built from smaller sounds, as each 
sound usually has its own note. Make sure to talk about rhyming words 
(“Hear how cat and bat sound the same?”). 
 
Fine Motor Skills involve using the smaller muscles of the hands and fingers, 
such as when writing or cutting. These muscles need to be strong enough to 
write letters and words in kindergarten, so start now by scribbling, coloring, 
using safety scissors, stringing beads, and building puzzles. 
 
Managing Emotions and Self-Control will help children be successful in the 
classroom. Talk about emotions and show your child ways of coping, like 
deep breaths or taking a break. Practice self-control in everyday situations, 
such as finding fun ways to wait in line (singing or reading) or taking turns 
while playing a game.  
 
Knowing Books and Stories is the final skill, and an easy one to teach – visit 
the library for books of all kinds, and then be sure to read to your child daily. 
You child will not only build a large vocabulary but will also learn how books 
work and the structure of a story. 
 
The library has many wonderful books that contribute to these 5 school 
readiness skills. Just ask a staff member for help at any of our 10 locations. 
We also incorporate these skills in our storytimes. Please check the Events 
page on our website, clermontlibrary.org, for upcoming sessions. The library 
is a great resource for helping your child become school-ready! 
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