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Survey aims to assess the needs
of substitute care providers in
Clermont County
The Clermont County Opiate Task Force (OTF) was formed to bring
community members and resources together from all sectors
affected by opioid-related issues to help develop solutions to the
problem. As a result of addiction, children are often exposed to
trauma and displaced from their homes. At times they may end up
living with family members or friends when their parents can't care
for them.
The Clermont County OTF ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences)
Subcommittee has launched a survey aimed at the individuals who
care for these children, often referred to as substitute caregivers, to
better understand their needs.
The data collected from the survey will be used to assess the
greatest areas of need for kinship or substitute care providers and to
develop next steps for the OTF ACEs subcommittee.
The brief survey is available online using the web link or QR code
below, and hard copies of the survey are available upon request by
calling 513-735-8408. The OTF ACEs Subcommittee welcomes
local agencies and organizations to share the survey on social media
or in person.

To access the survey on your smar t
phone, scan the QR code here or visit:
https: //bit.ly.2Qv0rpm.

New State Medical Board of Ohio Regulations
for Chronic and Subacute Pain Prescriptions
Effective December 23, 2018
Guest article by: Dr. Stephen Feagins, MD, MBA, FACP, Vice President of Medical Affairs,
Mercy Health East Market

Ohio prescribers will need to follow new regulations when prescribing opioids for
the treatment of long-term pain (lasting 12 weeks or more) and subacute pain
(lasting between six and 12 weeks). For any level of daily opioid dose, prescribers
are required to re-evaluate the status of the patient’s underlying condition causing
pain, assess functioning, look for signs of prescription misuse, consider consultation
with a specialist and obtain written informed consent from the patient. Prior to
treating or continuing to treat subacute or chronic pain with an opioid, the physician
needs to first consider and document non-medication and non-opioid treatment.
For morphine equivalent daily dose (MEDD) greater than 50, prescribers are
required to get written consent. For MEDD greater than 80, prescribers are required
to complete a pain management contract and order naloxone (Narcan). For MEDD doses that exceed
120 require a pain management referral. There must be a recommendation from a board-certified pain
medicine physician or board-certified hospice and palliative care physician that is based upon a face-toface visit and examination.
According to the CDC, a dose of 50 MEDD doubles the risk of opioid overdose death and MEDD of 90
increases overdose risk ten times.
The rules do not apply to patients receiving medication for terminal conditions or those within a hospital
or in-patient setting where they are closely monitored. They also take into consideration patients who
are already being treated for chronic pain by not establishing a maximum dose or duration of treatment.
For patients that are already being treated with opioids for chronic pain, medical standards of care still
apply, however, these patients will not be required to consult with a pain management specialist unless
dosages increase.
Source: The State Medical Board of Ohio; Newly Adopted Rules, December 23, 2018
(click text to be redirected to the link)

MEDICATION SAFETY
Did you know you can drop off your
medications any time of the year at
one of the following permanent
drug drop box locations?

AMELIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT
CLERMONT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
GOSHEN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

CLICK SITE NAME FOR LOCATION INFORMATION

LOVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
MERCY HEALTH CLERMONT HOSPITAL
MERCY HEALTH ANDERSON HOSPITAL
MIAMI TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

DISPOSAL

MILFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT
PIERCE TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
January 10
February 14
March 14
2:00 - 3:30 PM
CLERMONT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
4470 S.R. 222, BATAVIA, OH 45103

IN THE NEWS
Fentanyl Could be a Weapon of Mass
Destruction

Crystal Meth is on the
Rise in the Tri-State
Area
Narcotics agents in the tristate area are seeing a surge
in methamphetamine amidst
the opioid crisis. Meth-related
deaths are far less common
than opioid deaths, but there
is a great risk for individuals
using both substances.
Individuals that typically
chose opioids as their drug of
choice aren't afraid of meth,
but eventually the stimulant
makes many users want to
"balance it out" with heroin.
Today's meth is not being
made locally, rather it's
coming from Mexico and is
readily available in nearly
pure form.
Source: The Cincinnati
Enquirer; "Crystal meth use
surges in Cincinnati,
Kentucky, adding to heroin
crisis," December 13, 2018

In April 2018, a Nebraska State Trooper pulled over a truck
marked “US Mail” for swerving onto the shoulder along the
interstate. A search of the truck revealed 118 pounds of
fentanyl which is enough to kill 25 million people. The drug
is “a significant threat to national security,” Michael Morell,
the former acting director of the CIA under President
Obama, wrote last year. “It is a weapon of mass
destruction.” Since a trace amount of fentanyl can be lethal,
a fentanyl attack would be difficult to contain. Naloxone is
currently the only opioid overdose antidote approved by the
FDA, but it's difficult to reverse a fentanyl overdose using
naloxone. However, NIDA has awarded several million
dollars worth of grants to pharmaceutical companies aiming
to develop a new antidote formula specifically for fentanyl.
The company plans to test the new formula this year and file
for FDA approval in 2020.
Source: Bloomburg|Quint; "This Killer Opioid Could Become
a Weapon of Mass Destruction," December 12, 2018

Small Business Owners Struggling to Find
Qualified Workers
Small business optimism is the highest it's been in 45 years,
but a rising concern is a lack of qualified workers due in part to
the opioid epidemic. While many small businesses find it
difficult to secure a steady and reliable workforce, some are
doing their part to find a solution by hiring individuals in
recovery from halfway houses or sober living homes. The Ohio
Small Business Development Center offers workshops to equip
small business employers with the tools and resources to take a
proactive approach to hire and retain qualified workers and
consequently save peoples' lives.
Source: The Cincinnati Enquirer "Opinion: Small businesses
dealing with workers and opioids," October 6, 2018.

The syringe services program mobile
unit is located in the parking lot of
Mercy Health Clermont Hospital every
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Connect with the Exchange Project:
/hc.xchange

513-316-7725

Need Help?

Is your staff or organization interested in
learning more about substance misuse,
prevention, and medication safety?

Call the Clermont
County Save Line at

Call Clermont County Public Health at 513-735-8400 to learn more.
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