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Pride Student Drug Use Survey Results
Every 2 years since 2006, Clermont County schools districts have participated in the Pride Student Drug
Use Survey given to 7th through 12th graders. The purpose of the anonymous self reported survey is to
gather data directly from youth about their own perceptions of substance use in their school,
community and family. The survey instrument is designed to test for validity and is based in scientific
methodology. Our most recent data was done between October-December 2017 and included 7900
students in all Clermont County school districts. Below are the key findings of the data which is used to
decide what strategies the Coalition for a Drug Free Clermont County will work on with students and
with the greater Clermont County community.
Most kids are NOT using alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs.
Since 2000, alcohol use has declined 54%, cigarette use
decreased 64%, marijuana use declined 46% and
prescription drug use decreased 63%.
Electronic-Vapor products are the substance most widely
used by today’s teenagers.
Gradual declines continued into 2018, which marked the
lowest levels for alcohol use ever recorded by the survey.
Marijuana is seen by students as being least harmful to
their health.
Cigarette use continued to show significant declines,
reaching their lowest levels in the history of the survey.
Students have long seen heroin to be one of the most
dangerous drugs.

Guest article written by Mary Wolff
(pictured above), Director of the Coalition
for a Drug Free Clermont County

If you wish to have a presentation of the data at a meeting or group or you would like more
information about the activities of the Coalition for a Drug Free Clermont County please contact Mary
Wolff, Director at 513-735-8143.

September is National Recovery Month
Each September, SAMHSA sponsors National Recovery Month to raise awareness of
mental and substance use disorders, celebrate individuals in long-term recovery, and
acknowledge the work of prevention, treatment, and recovery support services. The
theme for the 2018 National Recovery Month is "Join the Voices for Recovery: Invest in
Health, Home, Purpose, and Community."
“It is critical that people experiencing mental and substance use disorders receive the
support they need," said Lee Ann Watson, Associate Director of the Clermont County
Mental Health and Recovery Board. "The reality is that behavioral health is essential to
health. Prevention works, treatment is effective, and people recover.”
In an effort to enhance the lives of individuals in recovery, and to strengthen Ohio's
recovery community, the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities
Foundation, in partnership with the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services, will host Ohio's 2018 Recovery Conference on October 1-2, 2018 in Columbus.
Click here for more information about the 2018 Recovery Conference.

Click here or visit www.recoverymonth.gov to read personal recovery stories, watch the
2018 Road to Recovery series, or for more information about National Recovery Month.

MEDICATION SAFETY
Did you know you can drop off your
medications any time of the year at
one of the following permanent
drug drop box locations?

AMELIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT
CLERMONT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
GOSHEN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

CLICK SITE NAME FOR LOCATION INFORMATION

LOVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
MERCY HEALTH CLERMONT HOSPITAL
MERCY HEALTH ANDERSON HOSPITAL
MIAMI TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

DISPOSAL

MILFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT
PIERCE TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Opiate Task Force in the Community
Clermont County Public Health and the Opiate Task Force
participated in several community events including the
Clermont County Fair, the Play Learn Grow Kids Festival,
and multiple National Night Out celebrations. Member
organizations distributed drug overdose prevention and
treatment resources, drug deactivation bags, locking
medication storage containers, and promoted the
permanent drug drop box sites located throughout the
county.
The Outreach Team from Clermont Recovery Center also
promoted the opportunity for community members to
obtain a free Narcan kit and training collecting sign-up
sheets from the various National Night Out events.
Pictured above: Heather Cokl and
Jessica Johnson from Clermont
Recovery Center/ GCBHS

More than 90 locking medication safety containers
were distributed to community members during the
events in July, August, and September!

STATEWIDE HEPATITIS A OUTBREAK
The Ohio Department of Health declared a statewide outbreak of hepatitis A in June 2018. So far, there
have been 461 cases statewide that are linked to this outbreak.* The disease, which affects the liver, can
be spread through eating or drinking contaminated food. Food gets contaminated if a person who has the
virus does not wash their hands properly after using the bathroom and before preparing or touching food.
In addition to getting a vaccine, the best way to protect yourself from hepatitis A is to wash your hands
thoroughly after using the bathroom and before eating. Illness from hepatitis A can range from a mild case
that lasts a few weeks to a severe illness lasting several months.
People at the highest risk of hepatitis A during this outbreak include:
People with direct contact with anyone who has the virus
Men who have sex with men
People who use illegal drugs
People who are homeless
People who have traveled to other areas of the U.S. that are currently experiencing an outbreak
For more information on the statewide outbreak of hepatitis A, visit the Ohio Department of Health’s
website at www.odh.ohio.gov.
* Case count as of September 24, 2018; Source: www.odh.ohio.gov

Protect Yourself From

Hepatitis A

Not washing hands
after using the
bathroom

Eating/drinking
foods contaminated
with hepatitis A

Having sex with
infected partners

Illegal drug
use

It can also be spread through close contact with someone infected with hepatitis A.

What Are The Symptoms?

Yellowing of eyes
and skin (jaundice)

Nausea or
throwing up

Fever

Other symptoms include: dark pee, pale poop, stomach pain, feeling tired or loss of appetite.
If you have symptoms, see your doctor.

How Do I Prevent The Spread of Heptitis A?
Wash your hands with
soap and warm water
after using the bathroom.

Get vaccinated, especially
if you have been exposed to
someone with hepatitis A.

Who Is At High Risk?

People who use illegal drugs
People currently homeless or in
transient living

People recently in jail or prison
People with underlying liver
disease
Men who have sex with men

Please contact your health care provider, or call Clermont County Public Health at (513) 735-8400 for additional
information or to schedule an appointment for the hepatitis A vaccine.

www.ccphohio.org

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
October 11
November 8
December 13
2:00 - 3:30 PM
CLERMONT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
4470 S.R. 222, BATAVIA, OH 45103

IN THE NEWS
Surgeon General Released a Spotlight on
Opioids and Calls for a Cultural Shift

Ohio Issue 1 Sparks
Discussions amid
Upcoming Elections
The September OTF meeting
featured two guest speakers
presenting on both sides of
Ohio Issue 1 - also known as
the Neighborhood Safety,
Drug Treatment, and
Rehabilitation Amendment.
With the November election
quickly approaching, it's
important to understand the
amendment before heading
to the polls.
Click here to read the
proposed amendment and
arguments for and against
Issue 1 from the Office of the
Ohio Secretary of State.

In September 2018 the surgeon general released Facing
Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Spotlight on
Opioids, which calls for a cultural shift in the way Americans talk
about the opioid crisis and recommends actions that can
prevent and treat opioid misuse and promote recovery. The
Spotlight also provides the latest data on prevalence of
substance misuse, opioid misuse, opioid use disorder and
overdoses. In addition to the Spotlight, the Surgeon General
released a digital postcard highlighting tangible actions that all
Americans can take to raise awareness, prevent opioid misuse
and reduce overdose deaths. Actions outlined on the digital
postcard include:
Talk about opioid misuse. Have a conversation about preventing
drug misuse and overdose.
Be safe. Only take opioid medications as prescribed, make sure
to store medication in a secure place, and dispose of unused
medication properly.
Understand pain and talk with your healthcare provider.
Treatments other than opioids can be effective in managing
pain.
Understand that addiction is a chronic disease. With the right
treatment and supports, people do recover.
Be prepared. Get and learn how to use naloxone, an opioid
overdose reversing drug.
For the full document and to view the digital postcard,
visit http://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/.
Source: http://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/

CDC Reports Fentanyl Use Led to Record High
Drug Overdose Death Count in 2017
According to the provisional drug overdose death counts report
by CDC, drug overdose deaths rose 10 percent last year
claiming the lives of an estimated 72,000 individuals. More
Americans are using opioids and deadlier drugs like fentanyl
are increasingly being mixed into heroin, cocaine and
methamphetamine. The report indicates that overdose deaths
involving synthetic opioids such as fentanyl increased sharply,
while deaths from heroin and prescription opioid painkillers
decreased.
Source: Provisional drug overdose death counts. National
Center for Health Statistics. 2018.

The syringe services program mobile
unit is located in the parking lot of
Mercy Health Clermont Hospital every
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Connect with the Exchange Project:
/hc.xchange

513-316-7725

Is your staff or organization interested in
learning more about substance misuse,
prevention, and medication safety?

Need Help?

Call Clermont County Public Health at 513-735-8400 to learn more.
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Call the Clermont
County Save Line at
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