
For the first time since 2009, the number of accidental drug   
overdose deaths in Clermont County has declined.  
 
According to the Ohio Department of Health’s 2016 drug 
overdose report, there were 96 drug overdose deaths in  
Clermont County in 2016, compared to 105 in 2015. 

“While there is still much work to be done, and one 
overdose death is too many, the slight decrease in the  
unintentional opioid overdose deaths in Clermont County 
for 2016 shows we are moving in a positive direction,” 
said Lee Ann Watson, Ph.D. and co-chair of the Clermont County Opiate Task Force. “As a community coalition, the 
Opiate Task Force has worked very hard to increase access to treatment, access to naloxone, and promote prevention 
efforts in the county.”

While the number of overdose deaths decreased slightly, Clermont County’s overdose death rate remains one of 
the highest in Ohio. Clermont County’s death rate from 2011-2016 was 39.5 deaths per 100,000 people. That ranks 
as the fourth highest rate in the state behind only Montgomery (42.5), Butler (40.5) and Brown (41.0) counties. In 
2015, Clermont County had the third highest overdose death rate in Ohio.    
 
The report for the state of Ohio was not as positive as it was for Clermont County. Statewide, the number of drug 
overdose deaths rose from 3,050 in 2015 to 4,050 in 2016.

The alarming increase of fentanyl-related overdose deaths continues to be a concern and was shown in the state  
death totals. Although the number of heroin related overdose deaths remained somewhat steady, the number of over-
dose deaths involving fentanyl-related drugs more than doubled in 2016, going from 1,155 in 2015 to 2,357 in 2016.

Another alarming trend highlighted in the          
report is the continued increase in the presence of 
cocaine in overdose deaths. For the sixth  
consecutive year, the number of overdose deaths 
involving cocaine has increased. Between 2015 
and 2016, the number of deaths involving cocaine 
increased by 62 percent in Ohio. There were 
685 deaths involving cocaine in 2015, and 1,109 
deaths in 2016 throughout Ohio.   
 
To read the full report published by the Ohio 
Department of Health, click here. 
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Sheriff’s Office receives $100,000 to form Quick Response Team
On Wednesday, September 6, the Ohio Attorney General’s Office announced 
that the Clermont County Sheriff ’s Office was one of 40 law enforcement 
agencies in Ohio to receive grant funding totaling $3 million. The Sheriff ’s 
Office will receive $100,00 to fund a Quick Response Team (QRT) to 
respond to drug overdoses.  

A QRT capitalizes on the “recovery window” – a period shortly following 
an opioid overdose when people who are addicted are open to intervention. 
Members of the QRT (law enforcement, EMS, and a treatment specialist) 
visit the home of a person who recently overdosed and offer support  
services to the individual and his family. The QRT then continues to follow 
up over time, encouraging him to seek treatment, and works to remove   
barriers and obstacles that may come up as he/she engages in the treatment system. Individuals and their families 
rely on the QRT for emotional support, information, coaching, encouragement, and links to resources. 

The first QRT in Clermont County was formed in Union Township in January 2017. Eventually, the task force 
would like to have teams in place in every part of the county. 

“There is so much good work going on to fight this opioid epidemic and with this new grant money, we can make 
even more of a difference, as we all work together to save more Ohioans,” said Ohio Attorney General Mike  
DeWine in a press release. 

To read the full press release, click here.

Scientists have discovered a new, useful tool in cleaning up spills of the        
highly fatal synthetic opioid, fentanyl. Researchers from Bowling Green 
State University’s Chemistry Department and the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Center for the Future of Forensic Science recently found that the house-
hold cleaner OxiClean is effective in cleaning up fentanyl.  

Sodium percarbonate, one of the ingredients in OxiClean, had already 
been known to have the ability to break down fentanyl. After research the  
scientists discovered that OxiClean was just as effective, but comes at a 
lower cost than sodium percarbonate.

The finding is good news for local law enforcement agencies and emergency medical personnel, who are at a 
higher risk of experiencing an overdose from accidental exposure to the highly potent synthetic opioid. Several 
police officers in Ohio have already experienced a fentanyl overdose, after brushing it off of their clothes with 
their bare hands, following an arrest.  

Though OxiClean is effective in cleaning up fentanyl, proper protective gear should still be worn. For more 
information about the research study, click here. 

The latest tool in the fight against fentanyl may be in your kitchen
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Let’s talk about recovery 

Do you follow the Clermont County Opiate Task 
Force on Facebook? The task force has started 
doing monthly Facebook Live videos focusing on 
recovery. The videos will go live on the second 
Tuesday of each month at noon. The next video is 
scheduled for Tuesday October 10.  

Opiate Task Force  
Upcoming Meetings

October 12, 2017 
2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Clermont County Sheriff’s Office 
 

November 9, 2017
2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Clermont County Sheriff’s Office

December 14, 2017 
2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Clermont County Sheriff’s Office 
 

www.getcleannowclermont.org

www.getcleannowclermont.org

East Side Adventure Challenge donates 
$500 to the task force 
The Clermont County Opiate Task Force would like to 
give a big thank you to the East 
Side Adventure Challenge for 
their $500 donation. The one-mile 
obstacle course and adventure race 
was held in May at the Batavia 
Township Community Center and 
raised $3000 for local charities. 
The Clermont County Opiate Task 
Force was one of five local groups 
that received a donation. 

             Town Hall Meetings 
Interested in hosting a town hall 
meeting to learn what is happening 
in your community? Call Lee Ann 
Watson at 513-732-5406 at the  
Mental Health and Recovery Board. 

   
  Need Help? 
  Call the  
  Clermont County 
  Crisis Line at  
  513-528-SAVE 
  513-528-7283
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Drug Takeback Day October 28 
National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is on Sat-
urday October 28. Felicity Police Department and 
Pierce Township Police Department will be hosting 
drop off locations for unused prescription
medication. 

If you have unused or expired prescription  
medication you don’t have to wait for the take back 
day. You can drop off your unused medications at 
one of the prescription drug drop boxes located 
throughout Clermont County (listed below). 

Mercy hospitals add drug drop off 
boxes 
 
Mercy Hospital Anderson 
and Mercy Hospital 
Clermont now have 
prescription drug drop off 
boxes. The boxes can be 
utilized by patients or the 
public. Prescription and 
over-the-counter  
medications can be  
deposited in the drop  
boxes. Only liquids less 
than four ounces that are 
bagged may be placed in 
the drop box. The boxes 
are available 24 hours a day in the emergency department 
lobbies.
   

You can drop off your unused medications any time of the year at one of 
the following permanent prescription drug drop box locations.
Amelia Police Department 
44 Main Street, Amelia 
 
Bethel Police Department 
120 N. Main St. #2, Bethel

Clermont County Sheriff’s Office 
4470 Ohio 222, Batavia 
 
Goshen Township Police Department 
6757 Goshen Road, Goshen                  

Loveland Police Department 
126 S. Lebanon Road, Loveland 

Mercy Clermont Hospital 
Emergency Department  
3000 Hospital Drive, Batavia 
 
Miami Township Police Department 
5900 McPicken Dirve, Milford 
 
Milford Police Department 
745 Center Streeet, Milford

Pierce Township Police Department 
950 Locust Corner Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45244
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