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Clermont County's
Syringe Services Program
Launched March 1
The Exchange Project mobile van is now on site at
Mercy Health - Clermont Hospital each Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to provide a
comprehensive syringe services program.
The syringe services program, also known as a
blood borne infectious disease prevention
program, is part of a wider comprehensive public
health/harm reduction approach. In addition to
exchanging sterile syringes, the program
offers testing and referral to treatment for HIV
and hepatitis C, education for prevention of
infection, naloxone provision, referral to
substance use disorder counseling and treatment,
and proper disposal of contaminated equipment.
Individuals are not required to provide their name or contact
information unless they choose to take part in the optional infectious
“By providing access to
disease testing. The Exchange Project operates on a one-for-one
sterile syringes to people who inject
exchange rate for syringes.
drugs, we can help reduce the spread
of communicable diseases, such as
hepatitis and HIV. Reported cases of
hepatitis C, an infectious disease
that can quickly transmit through
injection drug use, increased by 40
percent in the last five years in
Clermont County. Harm reduction
efforts, such as syringe service
programs, have been shown to have
a positive impact in these areas."

Referrals for substance use disorder counseling and treatment are
coordinated through the Outreach Team at Clermont Recovery
Center. The Outreach Team can assist in linking individuals to the
appropriate level of treatment.
The syringe services program (SSP) in Clermont County is a
collaborative effort between Clermont County Public Health, Mercy
Health - Clermont Hospital, and Hamilton County Public Health who
operates the Exchange Project mobile van.
This service is available to the public thanks to funding provided by
Mercy Health Foundation and Clermont County Public Health.

Dr. Stephen Feagins,
MD, MBA, FACP,
Vice President of
Medical Affairs, Mercy
Health East Market

Connect with the
Exchange Project
on Facebook

Mercy Health Signs Collaborative
Agreements with Ten Addiction
Treatment Providers
Mercy Health is committed to making a positive impact in the
community in response to the opioid crisis. In addition to the
several efforts focused on prevention and intervention that
are already in place, Mercy Health signed collaborative
agreements with ten addiction treatment providers
throughout Greater Cincinnati.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Special Meeting in
Under the agreements, Mercy Health and the providers that
Honor of
are
part
of
the
collaborative
will
co-develop
care
Appreciation
coordination programs and expand access to care for
Week!
addiction treatment. Mercy Health will provide short-term,

APRIL 12
2:00-3:30
Batavia Township Community Center
1535 Clough Pike, Batavia, OH 45103

hospital-based detox for patients followed by transitioning
them to outpatient providers for long-term treatment.
The addiction treatment providers include:
- BrightView
- City Gospel Mission
- Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Services
- Health Experiences
- Joseph House
- Margaret Mary Health
- Northland/Ridge
- Sunrise Treatment Center
- Talbert House
- Urban Minority Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse Outreach Programs

MAY 10
2:00-3:30
Clermont County Sheriff's Office
4470 S.R. 222, Batavia, OH 45103
JUNE 14
2:00-3:30
Clermont County Sheriff's Office
4470 S.R. 222, Batavia, OH 45103

Managing Pain Without Opioids
Prescription pain medications are effective at treating certain types of pain, but there are alternatives
available. Discuss pain management options with your doctor to identify the most effective approach for you.
The following are examples of alternative pain management strategies:

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

Meditation and Relaxation

A form of psychotherapy focusing on
helping patients change their thinking
patterns in order to change their behavior
or mood. Sessions involve structured
meetings with a trained mental health
counselor or psychologist.

Practices used to provoke the natural
relaxation response of the body. Common
forms of relaxation techniques include
guided imagery, deep breathing,
biofeedback, and self-hypnosis.

Chiropractic Care

Yoga

Manipulation or adjustment of the spine
and other parts of the body by a licensed
chiropractor or osteopath.

A mind and body practice that combines
breathing techniques, physical postures,
and meditation or relaxation.

Physical Therapy

For additional information about
effective pain management and
medication safety visit
www.TakeChargeOhio.org.

A rehabilitative process that may include
several different physical techniques,
including heat and cold, exercise, massage,
and electrical stimulation to improve
functioning and manage pain.

Acupuncture
A practice that involves the stimulation of
specific points on the body through insertion
of thin needles into the skin.
Source: Rx Pain Medications, Know the Options, Get the Facts; CDC, SAMHSA, Dept. of Health and Human Services

Is your staff or organization interested in
learning more about substance misuse,
prevention, and medication safety?

Need Help?

Call Clermont County Public Health at 513-735-8400 to learn more.
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Call the Clermont
County Save Line at

MEDICATION SAFETY
APRIL 28
10AM-2PM

DISPOSAL

Did you know you can drop
off you medications any
time of the year at one of
the following permanent
drug drop box locations?
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(CLICK SITE NAME FOR
LOCATION INFORMATION)

Amelia Police Department

44 West Main Street, Amelia, OH 45102

Central Joint Fire/EMS

AMELIA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Clermont Northeastern High School

BETHEL POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Hosted by Clermont County Sheriff's Office
2401 Old S.R. 32, Batavia, OH 45103

Hosted by Clermont County Sheriff's Office
5327 Hutchinson Rd, Batavia, OH 45103

MERCY HEALTH
CLERMONT
HOSPITAL
MERCY HEALTH
ANDERSON
HOSPITAL

CLERMONT
COUNTY
SHERIFF'S
OFFICE

Felicity Police Department

415 W Walnut Ln, Felicity, OH 45120

MIAMI TOWNSHIP
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Goshen Police Department

6757 Goshen Rd, Goshen, OH 45122

Miami Township Police Department
5900 McPicken Dr, Milford, OH 45150

Pierce Township Police Department
950 Locust Corner Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45245

GOSHEN
TOWNSHIP
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

MILFORD POLICE
DEPARTMENT
PIERCE
TOWNSHIP
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

LOVELAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT

IN THE NEWS
New Regulations for Drug Wholesalers
A new regulation from the State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy will require
more than 500 wholesale pharmaceutical distributors doing business in
Ohio to flag and report suspicious orders their customers make for
prescription opioids.
Ohio’s new regulations will prohibit wholesalers from shipping
suspicious orders without reviewing them to determine whether they
are reasonable. This is the latest in a series of statewide regulatory
actions intended to reduce opioid abuse and overdose deaths.
Source: The State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy

CDC's VitalSigns
Reports a Rise in
Opioid Overdose
Emergency
Department Visits
The most recent issue of
VitalSigns reports that between
July 2016 and September 2017,
emergency department (ED)
visits for opioid overdoses rose
30% in all parts of the US. The
rise in ED visits due to overdose
allows for an opportunity to take
action and coordinate
response efforts.
Source: CDC VitalSigns,
March 2018

Ohio Files New Lawsuit Against
Opioid Distributors
The Ohio Attorney General filed a lawsuit against four
pharmaceutical distributors accusing them of negligence for
allowing an abundance of opioids to flood the state. The lawsuit
states drug distributors ignored a responsibility to provide
effective controls against opioid diversion. This comes nine
months after the state filed a lawsuit against five
pharmaceutical manufacturers accusing them of fraudulently
marketing opioids.
Source: Cleveland.com
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