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Libraries rock! Not only is that the theme of the Clermont County Public Library’s 

annual Summer Reading Program, but it’s a great reminder of why libraries are so 

vital during the summer months. It is often the goal of public libraries to encour-

age a love of reading, highlight the importance of early literacy, and help create a 

population of lifelong learners. Libraries plan and present programs and initia-

tives that accomplish these goals all year long, but summer learning is especially 

important for students.  

Participating in a library’s summer reading program can help combat what is com-

monly known as the “summer slide.” In an article for the publication The Re-

sourceful School, Lorna Smith cites a study published in 2007 from Johns Hopkins 

University, which followed students in low- and middle-income families and 

tracked their progress in school from first grade through age 22. What they found 

was that both low- and middle-income students made equal progress in their 

reading skills throughout the school year. However, during the summer months, 

children from low-income families experienced a decline in their reading skills. 

Smith goes on to explain that “researchers concluded that two-thirds of the ninth

-grade reading achievement gap can be explained by unequal access to summer 

learning opportunities during elementary school.” So how can your local public 

library help? 

If you are new to the library, you may be surprised to find that libraries can help 

combat the summer slide for free. Children can lose necessary reading and com-

prehension skills during the summer when they are not in school. According to 

the Phoenix Academy, an organization that works with students with learning 

differences, “students who read for just 20 minutes a day score 90 percent better 

than their peers on reading tests.” To complete the library’s Summer Reading 

program, participants will read for 600 minutes throughout the summer. If you 

can read for just 20 minutes a day, you’ll complete the program in just 30 days. 

It is so easy to participate you’ll wonder why you didn’t sign up years ago. People 

of all ages (children, teenagers and adults) can sign up and be rewarded for read-

ing. That’s right; you’ll receive prizes just for reading during the summer! If that’s 

not enough incentive to encourage reading, the library has plenty of free and en-

tertaining educational programs to entice families to visit their local branch. 

While you’re at your library for an event, why not check out a display of brand 

new books or ask a friendly librarian for help? There is something for every read-

ing taste and interest – light romance, graphic novels, manga, true crime, biog-

raphies, diverse authors, adventure stories, World War II memoirs, cozy myster-

ies and so much more. If you don’t have a library card, don’t worry. It’s easy to 

get one! And best of all, it’s free to get a card and borrow all of our wonderful 

materials.  


