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Ah September, a time I dreaded as a kid because it meant going back to school. My 

siblings and I would be filled with dismay at the first sighting of school supply dis-

plays in the stores. We’d ban our parents from saying the dreaded “s” word for as 

long as possible.  

Now as an adult, and a librarian, I look forward to September when libraries across 

the country promote the most glorious of school supplies, a library card! Septem-

ber is National Library Card Sign-Up Month, during which we celebrate the best 

tool for school. 

This year in Clermont County, our libraries are showcasing all of the benefits that 

owning a library card can bring, whether you are a school student, an adult or a 

little one still developing your reading skills. Did you know that your Clermont 

County library card gives you access to a state full of resources? Not only can you 

borrow items from 10 Clermont County libraries, but also from public and college 

libraries across Ohio! You can check out something fun to read, information for 

your homework assignment and even a movie to watch on the weekend.  

Your library card can also access digital resources such as articles, maps and car 

repair information from the electronic databases. One can access Consumer Re-

ports online, HeritageQuest genealogy records, and Reference USA business re-

sources for free in the comfort of your home by using your own library card. Elec-

tronic books, audiobooks, music and magazines from our various e-service provid-

ers can be downloaded with either your physical library card, or with our new 

eCard that can be mailed to you. If you are in one of Clermont County’s 10 library 

branches you can use your library card to access our desktop or laptop computers. 

All of these services are free to library cardholders! 

The library also provides many resources for exercising early literacy skills in chil-

dren before they enter school. These skills help get the child’s mind ready to learn 

how to read. Our programs are held for ages 0-6, and they are free to attend, even 

if you do not have a library card. You can find a storytime happening at one of our 

branches nearly year-round. If you’d like to try your own storytime at home, use 

your library card to check out one of our Ready to Read Literacy Kits. Each kit has a 

theme and contains books, music, toys and “fingerplays” geared for children aged 

0-2 or 3-6. Using the materials in these kits prompts working through such early-

literacy practices as singing, reading, talking and playing, which help get children’s 

minds ready to learn how to read.  

So this September as school starts again, don’t be dismayed. Instead think of the   

“L” “C” words, and pick up your library card. Stop in the library nearest you and see 

what goodies you will discover!  


